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Railways on the air is the 26th and 
27th of September

This year the Railway has a number of 
other groups visiting the them.
The Bristol Austin 7 club etc. just like BC 
(Before Coved) when Avon Valley 
Railway had a 40’s event with singers, old 
army trucks and other entertainment.

Although this is out of our hands, I’m sure 
we will have a great event as usual.

The Antenna we envisage using will be the same as previous years, the 20 /40m trap 
dipole. However, it is not known if we have prime position in the lawn area, or if AVR has 
their own marque area. Over the next few weeks I will endeavour to make a visit to the 
manager to set our visit in stone.

Another smaller one day event, being a Saturday, will be Churches and Chapels On The 
Air.  This event haven’t taken place for a good number of years.  It used to be organised 
by Steve, G8JUT and Tony, G8CKK from Filton Church. However Covid got in the way.

This year the event has been organised by Dick, G0XAY. He is using the church that he 
has association with in his village, Acton Turville.  By the way, this event is held only on 
the Saturday. Times and other details will be posted as soon as they are available.

Dave, G7BYN

Get Ready For Railways On The Air
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 145 Alive,  Same Hill, New Event

What a beautiful view, Carl, M9PAB set up this 
event on behalf of the club.  There were 
enough members in attendance with full 
licences to enable the club’s call sign, G4GCT 
to be used.

Carl is a very proficient operator, and put a lot 
of us oldies to shame.  He set the small table 
in the shade, so it made for comfortable 
operating considering that we were still in heat 
wave conditions, reaching over 34 deg c.

There are more 145 Alive events organised for 
latter in the year.  I am sure that Carl will keep 
us informed about future events. 

I will let him tell the story about the 145 Alive 
event.  

145 Alive   In July, the club took part in its first ever 145 Alive event, aimed at boosting 
activity on the 2-metre band and bringing the band back to life.

NBARC were one of around 60 stations throughout the UK operating 2m simplex during the 
event.  We operated from Tog Hill Picnic Area (IO81TK) using a station kindly provided by 
Ian G4TAH, comprising of an ICOM 7100, a 20ft telescopic pole on a drive on stand and a 
vertical white stick.  

Things began with a slightly shaky start when we discovered that the battery wasn’t quite up 
to the job of supplying 50W FM at full duty cycle (A good reminder that FM can be 
surprisingly demanding). After reducing the power down to 20w we were away.  The first 
hour was busy with 24 QSOs logged before things thankfully slowed down for the remaining 
2 hours. 

By the end of the event we had 48 contacts in the log, including several from NBARC 
members. Contacts ranged from quick exchanges to longer rag chews. Two of the most 
notable contacts were G4TCU/P located 106km away just south west of Birmingham 
(IO82WJ), and 2E0NUN/P 82.9km away in Beer, Devon (IO80NS).  As always, operating in 
public drew some interest with passers-by, giving us a welcome opportunity to share the 
hobby. We were also visited by Pete, a local amateur who recently passed his Foundation 
exam, (currently waiting for his call sign) he came along after seeing that we were putting 
on a station for the event.  A huge thank you to all those who attended, called in, and 
supported. I am already looking forward to the next 145 Alive event.  Carl (M9PAB)

Some more pictures of the event is over the page.
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145 Alive  Continued

Our organiser with the prominent 145 Alive sticker 
on the computer used for logging.

I noticed that Carl has plenty of water to hand 
because of the heat.  

The area chosen by Carl was very shady, that is, 
shady being in the shade, not anything illegal.  
You get what I mean.

The next photograph shows the distance of each 
contact.  I must admit, as it has been many years 
that I have tried DX on 2m it surprised me.

Our thanks goes out to Carl for the hard work 
put into organising this event.

I must admit that it was something I would 
never have thought of.  It just goes to show, a 
new pair of eyes can work wonders.

As stated earlier,  another event has been 
organised for a date in August by the 145 team.
Carl, you can count me in.

Most of this article was written by Carl, I thank you Carl, for the event and the article.

Dave G7BYN Editor
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Talks You may have Missed But Wish You Hadn’t
Adrian G4JBH was our first guest speaker for a few years.  Adrian, was at one time a radio 
officer working for GCHQ.

Adrian brought in to show us, spy radios in various forms.  From early “suitcase” radios to 
later metal cased built in a modular construction enabling frequency bands to be changed 
easily.

Using a modern type of Ham radio used as 
a monitor, Adrian demonstrated how, in 
WW2, agents were detected and captured 
by their radio’s receiver, heterodyning  This 
signal was detected by a special team of 
SS soldiers with detecting equipment

Because of fear of being detected, agents 
were told not to transmit for longer than 
15min, latter on this was reduced to 5min.  
However, it not only was the transmitted 
signal to worry about, it was the receiver’s 
heterodyning that gave them away. 

Adrian also has various other talks available in his portfolio, and is quite prepared to give us 
more talks.  I will arrange further talks latter in the autumn.  Our thanks go out to Adrian for 
this amazing talk.  If you missed it,  make sure that you are there for the next one.

Dennis’s second talk was about Your little VNA. I’m sorry, I myself was absent from this talk 
as I was Very ill, and in bed.  However, What I heard, it went well with members now being 
able to use more features of the VNA.

The look on Dennis’s face when he found that his audience 
was still awake.  

Dennis started his trio of talks with op-amps.  These little 
integrated circuits are over 50 years old but, as Dennis said, 
are the most versatile circuits in existence.

If you missed this talk, don’t worry, we will revisit these devices 
in our winter projects, when we will be making up some 
circuits.

We will be calling on Dennis to think up a device that we didn’t 
know that we needed using op-amps.

A Trio of Talks By Dennis, M0IYQ
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A Trio OfTalks By Dennis, M0IYQ Continued  
The last talk in his trio of talks was on using 
the oscilloscope.  He showed a range of 
scopes with the displays showing various 
traces.

The scope that Dennis has his hand on is a 
Rigol.  This, being one of the best 
reasonably priced oscilloscope.  For those 
who are members of the RSGB, very often, 
they have offers issued with Radcom.  

I have bought one of these on Dennis’s  
recommendation.

It is good to see that we can now use the 
large TV as a monitor. 

Dennis also demonstrated the use of software that monitors the screen.  I personally, 
would not use this but, Dennis shows what can be done.

Thank you for your talks, Dennis.  We look forwards to your Op-Amp projects that we all 
can take part in during the winter months.  The oscilloscopes can then be used to monitor 
what is happening in the circuit.

Dennis haven’t chosen what we are going to build yet, but I am sure that it will be 
something that we can use in our hobby. Look out for this in a future Calendar of events.

Using Radio While Driving
Many of us have used Hand Held radios or Hand Held Microphones when driving 
believing that we are protected by the protection of the earlier regulation. 

The Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 4) Regulations 2003 that 
allowed hand held microphones. The new legislation that have been sneaked in via the 
new Highway Code. Rule 149. The MUST notation means that it is to be followed and not 
just advisory. Note, There Are No Exceptions for Police, Ambulance, Fire, Taxi or 
Radio Amateurs. So watch the police abuse this law. Rule 149 You MUST exercise 
proper control of your vehicle at all times. 

You MUST NOT use a hand-held mobile phone, or similar device, when driving or when 
supervising a learner driver, except to call 999 or 112 in a genuine emergency when it is 
unsafe or impractical to stop. Never use a hand-held microphone when driving. Using 
hands-free equipment is also likely to distract your attention from the road. It is far safer 
not to use any telephone while you are driving or riding - find a safe place to stop first or 
use the voicemail facility and listen to messages later. I'm not legally trained so make up 
your own up mind, but to me it looks cut and dried.
Remember Drive Safe.

Dave G7BYN
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Burgers on the Hil l AKA Bodger’s Burgers

The first event this year went without incident, well, almost.
The bivvy was set up by Bodger by the time I had arrived, that was about 9:45.  As last year, 
the centre of the activity was set around Bodger’s famous Landie.  Cooking started at about 
12:30 with the big ¼ pounders being first in the pan as they took a lot to cook them through.

Here you see Bodger trying his best to set fire to his wee 
Landie.  Actually, this was the startup procedure.  The 
stove works on, I believe petrol and paraffin.  Two stoves 
were on the go, the other one was in the rear of the wee 
Land Rover. 

The event was not as big as last year, possibly because 
of the heat wave.  It, however ended a few days before 
our event, with the weather on the hill a hot but very 
pleasant in the shade.  There was also a very light 
breeze. 

While the food prep was going on, Anson, M9IPQ was 
busy trying to work as many stations as he could.  He told 
me that the bands were not in the best of condition, 
having to result to using CW on his xiegu G90.  

These young-uns find Morse so easy, I wish that I learnt it 
years ago.

When the radio side of the event got going, Carl, M9PAB 
seen here in full concentration mode, working a station 
also using CW.  His key is a small paddle key on his knee.

As mentioned previously, Ansen, M9IPQ also worked “the 
key” that enabled him to activate the POTA site with over 
the Ten required contacts.

They both reported that the bands were poor.  However, 
with the heat wave now moving over Europe, I suspect 
that a lot of hams were having a break from baking in the 
park.

At Tog Hill, the weather had cooled off to a very pleasant 
temperature accompanied by a light breeze.  A well earned 
rest from the heat wave from earlier in the week reaching 
over 40 degrees C in the sun 34 in the Shade.

With a very comfortable day, it made for ideal conditions.  Antennas used was my CPS7 on a 
tripod, and an extra one being Bodger’s long wire in his normal military colours.  This was 
held aloft by his newly refurbished pump up mast mounted on the rear of his Land Rover, the 
other end mounted on the hedge row behind us, A counterpoise was ran out behind our 
encampment.  This worked very well, with a whole raft of bands available, whilst my “V” was 
only tuned for 20m.
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Burgers on the Hil l Continued 

In the middle of this huddle is one of our new 
members, Steve, SWL he has passed his 
foundation, just awaiting his Call Sign at the 
moment. 

There were a few less members attending this 
year, possibly due to the expected heat wave. 
 However, the weather was very pleasant, 
with a bit of a breeze.

Stop Press:-  As I type this, his call sign has 
now been issued. M7 but, it hasn’t stopped 
there, he now has an M9 call

A Bit Of Humour

If you have any real life events like these, drop me an email.  I am sure that these events 
don’t happen to us and we love our wives dearly.

Even so, I wonder how many of us have smuggled something radio related into the house 
via the garage.  When it surfaces a few weeks after the rally, we say, “I've had it for years”

Joking aside, our wives put up with a lot from us.  We talk radio, breath radio, and when 
we hurt ourselves putting up an antenna, they are there with a band aid some friendly 
advice, like, you are getting too old for this, why don’t you give up.
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Chairman’s Report
It is hoped by the time of publication we will have the hole drilled through the outer skin of the 
club building to allow us to feed the coax and Cat 5 cables to the Shack and Repeater rooms.  
This was considerably delayed due to the unavailability of drill bits to perform this task which 
has been a shame given we had purchased and installed the new coax and white stick some 
time back.

Weekend 1st August, we are assisting and sharing skip hire costs with Page user groups and 
to clear stuff under the hall main stage. This will provide everyone with a bit more storage 
once it is cleared. Its good news for NBARC as we can then move some of the temporary 
stored items from the shack to the new storage area allowing us to finalise the shack as 
intended for operational and training use.

The C4FM repeater and Net still struggles to attract usage given the early response of 
members showing a wealth of hands for it. I do hope that we don’t follow the same experience 
as our previous venue SHE7 with little to no use. It is envisaged though, that the introduction 
of Wire X which my son Peter has finalised will be commissioned soon may help to increase 
of activity. Improving the height of the aerial has been considered but this depends on 
numerous dependencies mainly my time, logistics and cost constraints.

I am pleased to report the membership shows a steady growth even during the summer 
period which is normally quiet. This income generated allows us to fund mini projects / events 
and procurement of equipment making the club a venue of excellence.

A few weeks ago, we fitted a TV and an industrial mounting bracket plus fixings (kindly 
donated by me and another sponsor!!) to our training room wall so users of the room can now 
enjoy a better AV experience like the main room. It may not be the best TV but it’s a start.

I received numerous comments from members off and online regarding the mixed What’s App 
chat threads. I listened and decided to simply allocate separate chat threads under one 
heading NBARC. This will allow users to post their comments under separate headings which 
makes sense. Nothing has been deleted all we have done is moved to a sub heading. Arnav 
has volunteered to facilitate this along with posting the Callander events so everyone can be 
up to speed. Watch out for the groups and if you have any ideas let us know. Please note as 
we build the community things might change as its not set in concrete.

Not all of you are aware, but Matt G7FBD has decided to step down being the Vice Charman. 
I would like to thank Matt for the numerous years he served and wish him well. In the interim, 
Denise who is on the committee agreed to take on this role due to the fact we were halfway 
through the year.

That’s it from the Chaiman.. Be safe and enjoy the nice weather.

73 G8YMM

Reports from the committee
This quarter, there is no reports from the Training team.  I looks like all our new members 
are already licenced.  Remember, if there is anything that you wish to know how to do this 
and that, ask Ian or Dennis, who, will be pleased to help.
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From April 1st Next Year We Will All Log In Metric

Old Time New Time

1 Second 1 milliday

1 Minute 1 Centiday

1 Hour 1 Deciday (or Millimonth)

1 Day 1 Day (No Change)

1 week 1 Decaday

1 Month 1 Hectoday

1 Year 1 Kiloday

The Fortnight Is Officially to Be Withdrawn although I can imagine that we will use 0.5 a 
hectoday in the near future.

Obviously, if you are working, due to the fact that 1 new hour represents 5/12 th of an old 
one, you will be expected to work longer hours.  That would equate to 3.666 Decidays (or 
Millimonths) per day.  However, as this is inconvenient, for administration, it is intended 
that lunch breaks will be allowed to be reduced by 0.666 of a  new hour (Deciday) A 
working day will now consist of 4 New Hours.

All logging times in your log book will now be timed in GDT (Greenwich Decimal Time) 
while our European brothers will, instead of UTC will now login UTCD.

In the US however, the ARRL together with the FCC have not signed up to the new 
regulations and the RSGB are to issue (Free of charge) a conversion table in the form of 
a handy pocket guide.

We have just under a year to sort this out and get used to any problems encountered. 
This must be in place by April 1st next year, 

I suggest that any problems encountered, the first point of contact should be our 
Chairman, Paul, G8YMM who can raise your concerns with the RSGB, who in turm can 
contact Ofcom on your behalf.
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Local Ham Becomes Silent Key

Many of you may have heard by now that Roy Emery, G3FYX became silent key on 7 th 
June.  Although Roy wasn’t a current member of the NBARC, he often called into our net 
on a Wednesday.

Roy, however, was a long time member of the RSGB, and in particular the RSGB Brisol 
group.  He was a member of the group, often being given a lift by our very own Dick, 
G0XAY, after he had to give up driving.

Roy, at one time, was the world leader in all things Micro Wave, holding world records for 
distance, and contacts.  His favourite mode of operating was Morse, often able to be 
tapping away (although he used a side swiper) while answering his wife when she called, 
“Dinner is ready.”

Another claim to fame was, in 1962, he was first to break the news to the media that 
President Kennedy was assassinated, having heard the news from his buddie in the 
states.

Roy will be sadly missed in the world of amateur radio, and our thoughts go out to his 
family. 

Change of PM and a change of Deputy Chair for us

Mat, our Deputy Chair has decided to resign his position.  Mat has been suffering with ill 
heath for a while and has not been able to attend for over five months now.  He will 
however, still be a member of the club and has been paying his door fees even though he 
has not been attending. (see note below)

After a Committee meeting, it was decided not a hold an EGM as there was only 5 months 
before the AGM, we would therefore co-opt one of the committee to stand in.

Dennis, one of our training team stepped forwards to lend a hand.  When it comes to the 
AGM, I hope that one of you will put there name  forward for this position and any other 
positions. It will be good for the club if there is more than one vote for each position, not 
just an unopposed result.  

If you think that you would like to stand for any position, forms will be made available 
before the AGM.

Signing in and Door fees

It has been noted that some members have been arriving without signing in, presumably 
so they don’t have to pay the door fee.  It has been left as an honesty thing to pay the £2 
door fee to help pay for the rent of the two rooms. (Gold members pay this yearly)

This was clearly noted when we had a guest speaker that we had to pay for. We know 
who you are so Please remember to sign in and pay.
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Calendar Of Events
August

 7th Discussion Workshop on the Beam Project 

14th Start of the construction project of the Beam

15th  Saturday Breakfast In The Park

21st Beams ready For Testing

28th General Meeting  (Secretary Has Day Off)

September    

4th Any mods for the Antennas Before Production

11th Prep for CCOTA

12th Saturday Churches On The Air @ Acton Turville, Organised By Dick, G0XAY

18th  Return of Equipment and De-brief

25th Prep for Railways On The Air

26th Saturday Railways On The Air

27th Sunday Railways On The Air

October

2nd Return of Equipment and De-brief

9th Op-Amp Project

16th Op-Amp Project Testing

23rd End of Summer Quiz with prizes

30th Rummage Box Sale. Bring your items you wish to sale for £1 an item or less

                  

General meetings can have constructional workshops.  These workshops are used to finish off previous 
projects or used to construct your project if you were absent at the main event.

Please Note,  Training Takes Place At Most Club Meeting  From 7:15 to 8 :45 Unless there is an instructional, 
talk or video when Training is 7:15 to 8pm, when talks start. 

Events marked  in Red are for events other than our normal Friday meetings.
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Club Contacts

Secretary and Q5 Editor
Dave G7BYN

Email g7byn@outlook.com
Please Note a reply may be from 
another email address as I use this as 
an inbox .

Chairman
Paul Stevenson G8YMM
Phone 07921942922
Email g8ymm@nbarc.co.uk

Q5 Publication

Next Q5 November 1st

Last date for articles October 24th 

A lot of work goes into publishing Q5. 
I do it on behalf of the NBARC. If you 
do wish to copy anything for
publication else ware, Please ask 
permission at g7byn@outlook.com  
and credit the correct person for the 
work.   

                                          
Club web page is www.nbarc.org.uk

 Nets And Contact Details

Wednesday net (This is a TECH Net) 
On GB3BS 20:00 to 21:00 by Dave G7BYN

Sunday Evening Net   
On GB3BS  20:00 to 21:00 by Dave G7BYN

Monday Evening Net  
Every other Monday GB3AC by Arnav M1SUD

Additional nets By Dave G4FJH 

Mondays 2m ssb (144.340Mhz) Vertically polarised            
              20:00 Local time

Thursdays 6m via the GB3ZY repeater @ 20:00  

mailto:g7byn@outlook.com
mailto:g8ymm@nbarc.co.uk
mailto:g7byn@outlook.com
http://www.gb3bs.com/
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